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On the 1st of August, a group of British Overseas 
/ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ό.h/ύΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜΩ 
arrived in China Town to celebrate the public signing 
of a Citizens Charter to forge accountable 
relationships between responsible lawyers and active 
citizens. 
 
¢ƘŜ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ŜȄ-Malaysian 
citizens who, having put down roots in the UK, were 
advised by a number of law firms to apply for British 
Overseas Citizens passports. Unfortunately, these 
passports don't offer the right of abode in Britain, and 

have resulted in stateless limbo. Those caught in 
this limbo cannot work, study, or simply get on 
with their lives. Despite their vulnerability, the 
vǳŜŜƴΩǎ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ 
the first community in London to take action as 
part of Citizens UK's Legal Campaign. 
 
After meeting at the Chinese Church, the group 
marched to China Town, then Soho, to build 
accountable relationships with five well-known 

law firms around the local area. These law firms are 
Harvey Son & Filby, EU (UK), Maxwell Alves, 
Keyards Law Associates, and Christine Lee & Co.  
 
All firms have signed the Citizens Charter to commit to 
good quality legal advice, to put people before profit, 
and most importantly not to take any more 
applications for BOC passports under the present 
immigration legislation - a significant reaction to a 
powerful action.  

People before Profité.No more BOCs!  
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