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Today CITIZENS UK is launching our new website which is planned to keep leaders 
up-to-date on the process of ending the detention of children for immigration 
reasons and to countdown the days until the practice is ended for good! 
  
www.keepingthesanctuarypledge.org.uk 
  
CITIZENS UK is in a working public relationship with both Mr. Nick Clegg and Mr. 
David Cameron and wants to ensure that they are held accountable to their 
promise to fully end child detention by the anniversary of the Coalition, May 11th 
2011. The website aims to ensure the Coalition are held to account on their 
promise. We will publicise weekly statistics on the numbers of families being held 
ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦Y.! ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƳ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ ΨYŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ tƭŜŘƎŜΩ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ 
supported by Lord Ramsbotham and Chair of the APPG Refugees, Julian Huppert 
MP, who have pledged to ask questions in Parliament to ensure we get regular and 
accurate access to the statistics.  
  
Publicising this data will allow CITIZENS UK ς the largest alliance of civil society organisations in the country ς to show 
that people still care about this issue and are keenly watching the outcome of the pledges made by the government. It is 
key that the teams of citizen leaders who were so effective in taking action to force through the Sanctuary Pledge are 
able to keep updated on the progress of the Coalition promises and ensure that if the work falls behind, we are ready to 
take action. Make sure you visit the website, keep updated and countdown the days until we see the doors of child 
detention shut once and for all on May 11th 2011. 
  
/L¢L½9b{ ¦Y ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ tƭŜŘƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǎƻ ŦŀǊΧ 
The relationship with Mr. Nick Clegg and Mr. David Cameron to work with CITIZENS UK to end child detention started at 
the CITIZENS UK General Election Assembly on May 3rd 2010 when CITIZENS UK pushed for commitments from all the 
party leaders to end child detention. This was the culmination of a 6 month campaign, the Sanctuary Pledge, where 
teams of CITIZENS up and down the country had met with their prospective parliamentary candidates and negotiated for 
a commitment to support policies to end the detention of children. 
  
The Sanctuary Pledge campaign was run with a number of partner organisations:  The Church of England, the Catholic 
.ƛǎƘƻǇǎΩ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ²ŀƭŜǎΣ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘΣ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 
Reformed Churches. The Muslim Council of Britain, the Jewish Council on Racial Equality, the Board of Deputies of British 
Jews and the Chief Rabbi. Church Action on Poverty, the Vincentian Millennium Partnership, the Salvation Army, the 
9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ¦ƴƛƻƴΦ 
  
Over 250 leaders from around the country came to the historic CITIZENS UK National Election Assembly on May 3rd of 
this year. There, we secured commitments from the party leaders to end the cruel practice of locking up kids for 
administrative convenience. The new Coalition Agreement included the commitment to end the detention of children 
and families for immigration reasons. Ending this practice not only needed a change in policy, but also a massive shift in 
culture. Something that needed time, and patience!                  Continued on page 2 

Keeping the Sanctuary Pledge!  
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Keeping the Sanctuary Pledge continued...  

Finding Alternatives to Detention 
In August, CITIZENS UK established a Taskforce that would look at safe, sustainable and humane alternatives to 
Child Detention. Although originally set up to look at the most difficult of cases, those families who refused to 
comply, the Taskforce put forward recommendations for the whole ensured return route. The 
ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀǎƪŦƻǊŎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΦ 
  
The Deputy Prime Minster Nick Clegg then sent a video message to the South London CITIZENS Assembly on 
December 2nd at Queen Elizabeth Hall. This stated that they would be making an announcement before 
Christmas as to how and when Child Detention would end for good. 
  
Pastor Wayne Brown from Charlton Tabernacle, who led the 
CITIZENS UK team which negotiated the detail of the 
announcement, said today: 
  
άL ƪƴƻǿ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ōǳǘ 
have found that they are not permitted to stay, and find 
themselves deemed unworthy by some.  What this 
announcement means today is that if as a family you have 
exhausted all avenues and are not granted leave to remain 
in this country we will not deem you unworthy as human 
ōŜƛƴƎǎΦέ 
  
Lorin Sulaimen, a leader with CITIZENS UK and a former child detainee, gave a powerful testimony about her 
experience of child detention when she came to the UK aged 14 with her family to seek sanctuary from 
persecution in Syria.  She said: 
  
άL ŀƳ ǎƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘΦ  Mr Clegg has told us today how he will deliver on his pledge to us 
to end child detention. . 
  
My experience of detention was awful.  Being locked up I 
felt like a prisoner, like I was being punished for 
committing a crime. At that age I should have been at 
school worrying about my homework ς instead I was 
locked up.  At that age I should have been sleeping like a 
child ς instead, every half an hour, immigration officers 
would shine a light in my eyes to make sure I had not 
committed suicide.  I should have been playing in the fresh 
air ς instead I was only allowed outside once in the ten day 
period.  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŀƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘŀǘ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ 
go through and that we really do move to a system where 
every child is treated as a child ς regardless of their 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΦέ 

Announcement on Ending the Detention of Children for Immigration Reasons 
On Thursday 16th December 2010, CITIZENS UK ς the largest alliance of civil society organisations in the country ς 
was recognised by the Deputy Prime Minister, Nick Clegg at a special event where he announced the plans to end 
the detention of children for immigration purposes. Sixty-ŦƛǾŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ bƛŎƪ /ƭŜƎƎ ǎŀȅ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ άŘŜŜǇƭȅ 
ƛƴŘŜōǘŜŘέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ /L¢L½9b{ ¦Y ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀƴƪŜŘ /L¢L½9b{ ¦Y ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ 
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